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THE RED CROSS 

In a recent number we referred to the reorganization of the Red 
Cross and of the opportunity for nurses to assist in its work, and 
promised some further details. 

Up to January, 1905, the Red Cross in America was never as 
thoroughly official, in the way of being directly related with the 
national government, as the Red Cross national organizations in Euro¬ 
pean countries. It was much looser and more unorganized in its general 
affairs than, for instance, the wonderfully perfect German Red Cross. 

State and city Red Cross societies could, and did, form indepen¬ 
dently of the national organization under Miss Clara Barton, and, in 
times of calamity when relief work was undertaken, as at Johnstown, 
such branch organizations did not fall into place under the direction 
of Miss Barton and her national committee, but worked independently 
if they chose so to do. Although it was Miss Barton’s wish to secure 
official government recognition, this was never attained during the period 
of her presidency. Miss Barton will always be honored for her long 
life of devotion and untiring labors in times of pestilence and trouble. 
Her courage and determination were unbounded, and wherever there 
was great distress she was certain to be on the ground. She went to 
Armenia during the massacres, and those who know her feel certain 
that she would be in Russia now if she were still at the head of the Red 
Cross. Nevertheless, the Red Cross as a national organization did not 
hold the place or command the general support that it should have had, 
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and every one knows that its methods of accepting workers were often 
open to much criticism. Miss Barton, who was grounded in the methods 
of nursing of the time of the Franco-Prussian war, never understood 
or cared about the modern development of trained nursing, but relied 
on a volunteer and superficially trained staff, often taking on as 
“ nurses ” lay people who had had simply a course in “ first aid.” 

In January, 1905, Congress passed an act creating an organiza¬ 
tion for the Red Cross under government supervision. Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Departments of State, War, Navy, Treasury and 
Justice, one from each department, are by charter provision members 
of the board of incorporators. The accounts of the society are, by 
provision of the by-laws, audited by a disbursing officer of the War 
Department. Secretary Taft is made the president for the ensuing 
year, and the executive and central committees are composed of men 
widely known in official, naval, military and civil life. 

The special purposes of the organization are: 

“ To furnish volunteer aid to the sick and wounded of armies in time of 
war, in accordance with the spirit and conditions of the Geneva Convention. 

“To continue and carry on a system of national and international relief 
in time of peace, and apply the same in mitigating the sufferings caused by 
pestilence, famine, fire, floods and other great national calamities.” 

Under the new organization, state societies cannot be formed inde¬ 
pendently, but the national officers select, by invitation, suitable persons 
to organize the different states, and each state then becomes an artic¬ 
ulated branch of the national society. 

There are at present, fifteen states organized and several more in 
process of organization. All of these fifteen states were represented 
at the recent meeting in Washington. There are two ways in which 
nurses can join the Red Cross. One is by paying the annual dues of one 
dollar and becoming a member of the society in her state. Another is 
by enrolling for service just as nurses enroll for the army service. 
Nurses can enroll for service without joining as a member, and becom¬ 
ing a member does not mean that she is enrolled for service. We give 
below the names of the secretaries of the organized states, to whom 
nurses may apply, either for membership or enrollment, or both. There 
will be in each state a nurses’ committee, which will pass upon appli¬ 
cants. In New York state this committee includes Miss Keating, Miss 
Allerton, Miss Maxwell and Miss Delano, and for convenience sake the 
state is divided into districts, so that a nurse may enroll in her own 
district. Some states are divided by counties. 
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The arm-piece or “brassard,” consisting of a white band with red 
cross, may only be worn when on duty under the officers of the Red 
Cross. No nurse has the right to wear it on any other occasion, nor 
has any other body the right to give it to her. There are some surgi¬ 
cal firms and first aid corporations which have in former years secured 
legally the use of the red cross as a badge (for instance, Johnson & 
Johnson), and from these it cannot be taken away; but no one in future 
can ever obtain this privilege. The laws of all countries rigidly protect 
the use of the red cross as an emblem reserved to the national societies 
and their workers on the battle-field, or in the camp or hospital in time 
of disaster. Secretaries of the organized state branch societies are as 
follows: 

Mrs. Thurlow McMullin, Secretary California Branch, 2200 California 
Street, San Francisco. 

Mrs. Sara T. Kinney, Secretary Connecticut Branch, Box 726, New Haven- 

Miss E. P. Bissell, Secretary Delaware Branch, 1404 Franklin Street, 
Wilmington. 

Mr. Gist Blair, Secretary District of Columbia Branch, Corcoran Building, 
Washington. 

Miss Annie Vane Jones, Secretary Georgia Branch, Savannah, Georgia. 

Mrs. W. A. Woods, Secretary Indiana Branch, Clayport Hotel, Indianapolis. 

Mr. George Norbury Mackenzie, Secretary Maryland Branch, 27 Builders 
Exchange Building, Baltimore. 

Mr. Honors Palmer, Secretary Illinois Branch, 1300 First National Bank 
Building, Chicago. 

Miss Katherine P, Loring, Secretary Massachusetts Branch, Prides Cross¬ 
ing, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Charles Moore, Secretary Michigan Branch, 705 Union Trust Building, 
Detroit. 

Mrs. W. K. Draper, Secretary New York State Branch, Bristol Building, 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

Rev. Dr. John Hewitt, Secretary Ohio Branch, Cumberland Building, 
Columbus. 

Mrs. George A. Main, Secretary Philippine Branch, Manila. 

Prof. George Grafton Wilson, Secretary Rhode Island Branch, 15 Westminster 
Street, Providence. 

Mr. George Hoyt Smith, Secretary South Carolina Branch, Charleston. 

Miss Wir.if’-ed W. Woods, Secretary Wyoming Branch, Cheyenne. 

We ask for reports from the nurses who are taking an active part 
in the Red Cross reorganization in .all the states. 



